
SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS.

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION.

Sixteenth Annual MeetÌ7ig, held at Louisville, Ky.,
October 8, ç and io, i8ço.

First Day.
The Association was called to order by Dr. J.

N. Bloom, Chairman of the Committee ofArrange¬
ments, who welcomed the members to Louisville,
and introduced Dr. Jos. M. Matthews, the Presi¬
dent. He made a few introductory remarks but
omitted the usual opening address, believing that
the time would be better occupied in the scientific
work of the session.

The first paper, by Dr. Frank Woodbury, of
Philadelphia, dealt with the complicated ques¬
tion of

INFECTIOUS DYSPEPSIA AND ITS TREATMENT.
The author restricted the subject to gastric

dyspepsia and said he believed that the majority
of cases of this sort were due to either primary or

secondary infection of the stomach. Microorgan¬
isms were normally present in the stomach, and
usually did no harm, but when there was dilata¬
tion or a diseased condition of the mucous mem¬

brane, fermentation was set up, and then we
were called upon to treat such cases antiseptic-
ally. This was best accomplished by washing
out the stomach. For this purpose he exhibited
a simple but ingeniously devised apparatus.

Dr. John H. Hollister, of Chicago, pre¬
sented a few thoughts upon

HELP AND HINDRANCE TO MEDICAL PROGRESS.
In this paper he briefly reviewed the progress

of medicine up to the present, showing how suc¬
cessive advances had been made. He indicated
what direction progress would take in the future,
especially calling attention to the vast unexplored
fields of nervous pathology, and the chaotic con¬
dition of our therapeutics. He closed with a
brief reference to higher medical education and
medical journalism and their relation to progress
in medicine.

Dr. Geo. Hulbert, of St. Louis, presented a

paper on

MECHANICAL OBSTRUCTION IN DISEASES OF THE
UTERUS.

He did not believe that stenosis was a domin¬
ant factor, and rejected in toto the prevalent
theories of dysmenorrhcea. Out of over 10,000
cases examined intra vitam and 300 examined
post-mortem in no single case was he able to de¬
monstrate an obstruction that would hinder the
ready flow of blood, save in the cases of pure
atresia. By means of drawings made from
post-mortem specimens he demonstrated that
stenosis could not come from a simple bending

because of the atrophy that took place at the
angle. It would not do in these cases to draw
conclusions from forcibly bending a normal uterus
or a rubber tube—the conditions were quite dif¬
ferent. He regarded the pain in the so-called
mechanical dysmenorrhcea to changes in the
nervous and vascular supply of the uterus, caused
by general conditions. He was confirmed in
these views by the fact that an internal os with
an opening of but 1-32 inch could discharge 120
times the normal amount of menstrual fluid; also,
by the fact that 50 per centum of cases presenting
all the physical conditions of stenosis—impermea¬
bility to the sound, pin-hole os, etc., never had
any pain.

Dr. R. Stansbury Sutton, of Pittsburg, pre¬
sented specimens and remarks upon

THE SURGICAL TREATMENT OF UTERINE
FIBROIDS.

He strongly recommended the use of the dam
and persulphate of iron in the extraperitoneal
method of treating the pedicle.

Dr. L. S. McMurtry, of Danville, Ky., con¬
demned in unmeasured terms the use of electri¬
city, particularly in the soft variety of fibroid.
The menopause also, he believed, had but a slighteffect in this class of cases.

Dr. C. A. L. Reed, of Cincinnati, mentioned
a case of soft myoma that developed in a woman

57 years of age, twelve years after the advent of
the menopause.

Dr. Sutton in closing the discussion said that
if the operation of supravaginal hysterectomy was

persisted in, he thought it would eventually be¬
come as safe as the operation for ovariotomy.

Dr. I. N. Love, of St. Louis, read a paper on

COFFEE, ITS USE AND ABUSE.

He regarded coffee as an antiseptic, said that it
was a stimulant, and aided the secretions. A cup
of black coffee was in most cases a better thing to
give after an injury, than the dose of alcohol com¬

monly administered. In excessive doses it causes
insomnia, indigestion, and irregular heart's action.

Dr. X. C. Scott, of Cleveland, O., read a pa¬
per on

THE TREATMENT OF FRACTURES OF THE FORE¬
ARM BY EXTENSION, COUNTER-EXTENSION,

AND FORCED SUPINATION,
which he said was adapted to all fractures of the
forearm excepting those of the olecranon process.
He exhibited a specially contrived splint adapted
to the method. He condemned the pistol-shaped
splint, and said that by pressure alone it was im¬
possible to separate the bones of the forearm.

Dr. Wm. Porter, of St. Louis, presented a
paper on

THE SELF-LIMITATION OF PHTHISIS.

(See page 568.)
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Dr.  .  . Thrasher, of Cincinnati, O., read
a paper on

THE RELATION OF COUGH TO INTRA-NASAL
DISEASE,

and mentioned several cases in which cough was

dependent upon nasal reflexes. In one of these
a violent spasm of coughing could be produced
by touching a sensitive area, on the inferior tur-
binated body.

In the evening Dr. John A. Wyeth delivered
a general address upon

THE MEDICAL STUDENT.
After a humorous introduction, he gave the

student of medicine some sound advice regarding
his studies and the demands made upon the mod¬
ern practitioner. The address was exceptionally
brilliant, and well received by the large audience
present.

Second Day.
Dr. Joseph Ransohoff, of Cincinnati, read a

paper on

CHRONIC DISEASE OF THE JOINTS.
The author limited his remarks to diseases of

the bones and joints of the tarsus. He mentioned
curetting only to condemn it. The mortality was
considerable and the chances of obtaining a useful
foot were remote. Amputation should be resorted
to oftener and earlier in these cases.

Dr. H. C. Dalton, of St. Louis, Mo., reported
six cases of
GUNSHOT INJURY OF THE ABDOMINAL CAVITY,
in which the viscera were injured, with five re¬
coveries and one death. He recommended imme¬
diate operation in all penetrating wounds of the
abdomen. He condemned Senn's hydrogen gas
test, though he thought it might have been use¬
ful in one of his cases. One of the cases was a

stab wound of the liver necessitating a resection
of the seventh rib and the slitting the diaphragm.
Up to date the writer had performed laparotomy
for penetrating wounds of the abdomen twenty-
three times, with twenty recoveries and three
deaths.

Dr.  . T. Scott reported A Successful Case oj
Operation Jor Gunshot Injury of Intestine.

Dr. J. B, Murdock, of Pittsburg, read a paper
entitled
TORSION OF ARTERIES AS A MEANS FOR THE AR¬

REST OF HEMORRHAGE.
He relies almost wholly upon torsion for the

arrest of haemorrhage, having used it in arteries
as large as the axillary, femoral and popliteal.
He claimed for torsion great advantages over the
ligature, both on score of sepsis and freedom from
secondary haemorrhage. It was a method quite
as safe as the ligature.

Dr. G. Frank Lydston exhibited a specimen
of what he called Fungating Chancre, also a spec-1

imen of Tubercular Testis and one of Pagel's Dis¬
ease. Also a series of skulls and drawings ex¬

hibiting some modern studies in criminal anthro¬
pology.

Dr. C. H. Hughes, of St. Louis, read a paper
on

THE PSYCHIC SEQUENCES OF ENTAILED AND
CHRONICALLY ACQUIRED ALCOHOLISM.

The writer especially referred to the degenera¬
tions and changes in the ganglionic nervous sys¬
tem. This was one of the reasons why the mild
attack of pneumonia carries off the alcoholic.
Alcohol stood, he thought, in an intimate relation
to the etiology of Bright's disease. He regard¬
ed inebriety, whether in its chronic or paroxysmal
forms, as a disease.

Dr. C. S. Bond read a paper entitled
UREA AND SEROUS MEMBRANES.

He claimed that the serous membranes were fre¬
quently early involved in those conditions of inade¬
quate kidney attended by a lessening of the quan¬
tity of urea excreted. The author supported his
conclusions by detailing several cases in which
there was an inflammation of some serous mem¬
brane associated with a marked diminution in
the amount of urea.

Dr. Arch. Dixon reported a case of
INGUINAL COLOTOMY FOR INTESTINAL

OBSTRUCTION.
He prefers the inguinal colotomy to the lumbar
operation, for various reasons—principally that it
is more convenient, is easier carried out, and the
wound is less extensive.

Dr. Emory Lanphear, of Kansas City, pre¬
sented a paper on

THE SURGICAL RELATIONS OF HYPNOTISM.
He was satisfied that in hypnotism we had a

means of producing surgical anaesthesia. He
finds that only one person out of ten cannot be
hypnotized. It may be produced in any one who
can fix their attention upon one subject for a suf¬
ficient length of time. He preferred the method
of holding a bright object just above the eyes for
a time, when with soothing words, the patient
would fall into the hypnotic state. Several sé¬
ances were usually necessary. He considered that
hypnotism was simply an abeyance of the will and
reasoning powers while the emotions and percep¬
tions were in a state of full activity.
CERTAINTY IN THE DIAGNOSIS OF TUBERCULOSIS.

Dr. Theodore Potter read a paper on the
above subject. The author said that he be¬
lieved tuberculosis to be an acute, local infec¬
tious disorder, void of the slightest tendency to¬
ward self-limitation. The most essential thingin its treatment was to make an early diagnosis,and this was best done by repeated and thorough
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examinations of the sputum for the tubercle
bacilli.

Dr. B. Merrill Ricketts, of Cincinnati,
considered herniotomy, which he classed among
the least fatal of all of the major operations. He
laid especial stress upon the necessity of early op¬
eration, if there was any doubt of the nature of
the tumor an operation should at once be done,
as in this way only could a certain diagnosis be
made. In one of his cases he had cut down upon
a supposed sac of a femoral hernia and had
turned out an enlarged lymphatic gland, He
thought there was but one operation to do in
these cases,—to at once cut down to the internal
ring and unite it by sutures. Every herniotomy
he believed should be followed by an effort to
obtain a radical cure.

Dr. Harold N. Moyer, of Chicago, presented
a paper on

THE HYPODERMIC USE OF ARSENIC.
He recognized the irritant properties of Fow¬

ler's solution when injected beneath the skin, and
he now used the arseniate of sodium, a salt of
stable chemical composition, feebly alkaline and
easily absorbed. He found that arsenic was less
irritating when given by the hypodermatic method.
Out of 127 injections he had never noted inflam¬
mation, and nothing approaching an abscess.
He thought that arsenic used in this way would
prove very useful in chronic skin diseases, ner¬

vous disorders, and malarial conditions,
Third Day.

Dr. Edwin Picketts, of Cincinnati, made a
few remarks upon the difficulty of diagnosticating
a twisted ovarian pedicle complicating a case of
uterine myoma. He described a case of this
kind in which sepsis preceded operation, death
following on the sixth day.

Dr. David Barrow described
THREE CASES OF INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION.

He advocated early laparotomy in those cases
that resisted medical treatment; opium should be
avoided as it masked the symptoms. In no case
should a patient be allowed to pass beyond the
point where an operation would be safe.

In the discussion Dr. J. A. Wyeth approved of
the points brought out by the writer. He would,
however, emphasize one point, when the obstruc¬
tion is complete, and the symptoms urgent so
that there is no time to complete an operation, he
would advocate opening the bowel and so reliev¬
ing some of the more urgent symptoms. He de¬
tailed a case in which this simple procedure saved
a life. In answer to a question, he said it was
still a mooted question whether the open method
should be followed or implantation. It was

largely to be decided by the condition of the
patient.

Dr. R. R. Kime described a

CASE OF EXTRA-UTERINE PREGNANCY
of four years and three months standing. The
sac finally ruptured spontaneously, discharging a

portion of the contents by the vagina. Later the
discharges became foul and the patient showed
signs of septicaemia. The uterus was dilated,
the sac reached through that organ, and the
greater portion of the fœtus removed. Faeces were

discharged through the vagina, but ultimately
the sac closed and the patient made a good re¬

covery. The writer thought the condition was
one of interstitial pregnancy.

Dr. Seaton Norman, in a short paper, ad¬
vanced the views that organic stricture of the
urethra of recent origin is best conducted by grad¬
ual dilatation. Strictures of long standing should
be treated by internal urethrotomy, with antisep¬
tic precautions, and especial effort should be made
to keep the incisions aseptic for several days.
These means favored early healing, and prevented
much inflammation, a potent factor in causing
subsequent cicatricial contraction.

In a résumé of the various operations upon the
hypertrophied prostate, Dr. W. T. Belfield had
collected 133 cases, for details of which see edi¬
torial notes, page 582,

Dr. H. O. Walker, of Detroit, read a paper on

PERINEAL CYSTOTOMY VERSUS SUPRA-PUBIC
CYSTOTOMY.

The writer detailed five operations of supra-
pubic cystotomy, in his own practice, with four
deaths. He detailed many of the unpleasant con¬

sequences of the operation, such as excoriations
from dribbling urine, and septic infection. He
did not regard normal urine as the ideal antisep¬
tic, a position claimed for it by some surgeons.
In looking over the literature at his command,
he had found between three and four hundred
cases of supra-pubic cystotomy with an average
mortality of thirty per centum. A few operators
have had a series of cases ranging from three to
ten, without a death, the most remarkable of
these being that of Hunter McGuire, who had
only one death in twenty-one cases. In the per¬
ineal operation, out of thousands of cases, the
mortality ranges from 5 to 9 per centum. He
therefore concludes that perineal cystotomy is
safer, simpler, has more rapid results, and is
adapted to more cases than the supra-pubic op¬
eration.

Dr. L. S. McMurtry presented a few practical
points in Midwifery. He thoroughly believed in
the antiseptic method ; puerperal fever was not a
fever at all, but simply sepsis. Especial stress
was laid upon the necessity of examining into
the surroundings of the lying-in women, the po¬
sition of the water-closet, condition of the bed¬
ding, nurse, syringe, and everything that came
in contact with the patient.

Dr. T. B. Greenley read a paper on the Ad-
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vantages of Attending Medical Societies and Read¬
ing Medical Journals. He cited some amusing
incidents in the careers of men who insisted upon
doing neither of these things.

Dr. J. V. Prewett presented a paper strongly
advocating internal urethrotomy, which he claim¬
ed had passed from one of the graver operations,
because of antisepsis, to one of very little danger.

Was it Relapsing Fever ? formed the title of a

paper by Dr. A. D. Barr, in which he described
a case in which an irregularly recurring temper¬
ature presented itself. He thought he had ex¬
cluded typhoid and malarial conditions, upon
which he asks the question contained in the title
of the paper.

Dr. Francis Dowling presented a paper
ON THE PREVENTION OF MYOPIA.

Myopia begins usually about the tenth year.
It was mostly to be attributed to over-use of the
eyes. The condition was hereditary—not direct¬
ly, but the tendency to it. Deformity and mal¬
formations, as well as choriditis, played a part.
The inflammatory exudates stretched the mem¬

branes, and so lengthened the long diameter. All
children should not study the same number of
hours; myopes should have fewer hours and more

light. If the general health became impaired,
all study should be suspended. Latin letters and
larger type should be used, and in myopes read¬
ing should be frequently interrupted and the eyes
closed or fixed upon a far point. Glasses do not
check the myopia, and should not be worn before
the fifteenth year. Paracentesis of the cornea is
useful in marked cases, and frequently prevents
detachment of the retina.

A Plea Jor the More Extensive Use of Specta¬
cles formed the topic of a paper presented by Dr.
Frank T. Smith. He found a large number of
cases in which marked impairment of vision was

not noticed. The various reflex conditions formed
an important field for the use of glasses. In an¬
swer to a question, he said that myopia was never
cured by the use of glasses.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
Annual Meeting of the American Rhinological

Association.
First Day.

The Eighth Annual Meeting of this Associ-
ation convened at the Gault House in Louis-
ville, October 6, with a full representation of the
fellows of the Society. At nine o'clock the rec-
ords of the previous meeting were presented and
approved and other preliminary business consid-
ered. At ten o'clock the roll was called and the

regular meeting was formally opened with an ad-
dress by the President, Dr. Arthur G. Hobbs, of
Atlanta, Ga.

The afternoon session of the first day was oc-
cupied in an informal consideration of its pur-
poses, interests and the necessary modifications
of its rules to best insure the greatest success of
the Association. The leading rhinologists of the
country were in attendance, and the discussions
controlled the entire session.

Second Day.
The reading of papers being in order the first

one was presented by Dr. A. B. Thrasher, of Cin-
cinnati, O., upon the subject of "Nasal Reflex."
The paper was an able résumé of the literature
upon that subject and a thorough discussion of
the same. It elicited an extended discussion
which was participated in by a large number of
the fellows.

The next paper was one upon ' ' Nasal Cauter¬
ies," prepared by Dr. E. R. Lewis, of Indianap¬olis. The doctor is a strong advocate of its use,but emphatic in his demand as to careful discrim¬
ination in its use. He based his views upon the
personal observation of some two thousand cases.
In the discussion of this paper Dr. Thrasher was
disposed to be sanguine, as to the use of the cau¬
tery, though according to it a measure of merit,but advocated more fully the use of other local
remedies.

Dr. Stuckey, of Louisville, read a paper upon"Tonsilar Hypertrophy," referring to their in¬
fluence upon nasal and aural inflammations and
their treatment.

Dr. E. R. Lewis, of Indianapolis, read a paper
on "Nasal Cauteries," strongly advocating the
use of the storage battery, basing his conclusions
upon personal observation of some two thousand
cases, and dwelt very fully upon the pathologicalconditions in which cauterization was indicated.
Dr. Thrasher was less sanguine as to the benefi¬
cial results to be obtained from the cautery and
gave his own views as to the value of other rem¬
edies. Nearlyr all the members participated in the
discussion.

The afternoon session of the second day was
opened with a paper by Dr. John North, ofToledo,O., upon "Nasal Hypertrophys, " in which the
neurotic conditions and pathologic conditions of
thickened membranes were considered and the
whole subject of cauterization and of topical ap¬plications underwent review.

Dr. T. C. McGahn, of Chattanooga, Tenn., read
an interesting paper entitled "Polipii and Other
Nasal Growths." This paper was fully discussed.
The administration of morphine by the nostril
was the subject of a brief article by Dr. C. H. von
Klein, of Dayton, O. Other papers were presented
and discussed: one by Dr. J. G. Carpenter, of
Stanford, Ky., upon "Nasal and Pharyngeal
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